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Members Present 

Ms. Cathy Harlow, TASD Superintendent 

Mr. John Clark, TASD Business Administrator 

Mrs. Leslie Estep, TASD Director of Curriculum and Instruction 

Dr. Kourtney Klock, TASD School Psychologist  

Mrs. JoLynn Baran 

Mr. Theron Glenny 

Mrs. Anita Goodman 

Mrs. Deb Hoover 

Dr. Grant Hormell     Members Absent 

Mr. Jeff Long      Mr. Edward Hull 

Mrs. Marie Makdad 

Mr. Gary McGovern       

MDJ Fred Miller 

Mr. Neil Smith         

Mr. Robert Smith      

Mrs. Julie White       

Mr. Lucas Woomer       

              

 

Superintendent Harlow opened the January 7, 2016 meeting of the TASD Superintendent 

Advisory Council (SAC) at 5:41 pm by welcoming committee members and asking for a review 

of the minutes from the November 5, 2015 meeting. 

 

The presentation for the evening was conducted by TASD School Psychologist, Dr. Kourtney 

Klock.  Dr. Klock oversees the district’s Special Education programs.  Dr. Klock reviewed the 

district’s Early Intervention and School Aged Special Education services, as well as the 

evaluation process.  The Special Education data presented included the total number of 

students who receive Special Education services by disability category. 

 

As follow up items from the last meeting, Superintendent Harlow offered the following: 

 

 Supt. Harlow distributed a draft of the safety brochure for parents, which is currently 

under development by the district administration.  She relayed that the brochures will be 

distributed to parents within the next few weeks in an effort to communicate district 

safety procedures.  Ms. Harlow asked the committee to forward feedback to her office if 

there are any suggestions to improve the brochure. 

 



 At the last meeting, there were concerns about the new fencing along Hospital Drive.  

Ms. Harlow stated that the concerns with confinement in that area have resulted in the 

removal of the old fencing section in the rear of the MS, which opens up a much larger 

area in the event that an evacuation would occur.  MDJ Miller added that he believes 

that this is an excellent step for an emergency, etc. and a good resolution to the 

problem. 

 

Supt. Harlow then asked for the Committee to voice any concerns/comments/questions from the 

Community: 

 

 Mr. McGovern expressed that he has been approached by a number of individuals 

regarding an indoor facility to be used by the baseball and softball teams.   He has been 

told that an offer was made by a local business to help offset the costs of building such a 

facility.  Neither Ms. Harlow nor Mr. Clark are aware of any formal offer being made 

directly to the school district.  Ms. Harlow asked Mr. McGovern to relay to the specific 

individuals making the offer to contact the Superintendent’s Office and a meeting can be 

set up with herself, Mr. Clark, and Mr. Muir. 

 

 MDJ Miller raised the question of the recent publicity surrounding the request to 

renovate Gray Memorial Field to include the installation of artificial turf.  Ms. Harlow 

stated that a meeting of the School Board Buildings and Grounds Committee had 

occurred on Tuesday January 5th.  The meeting included a review, by Mr. Thomas Muir, 

of physical plant items that have either been requested or are needed throughout the 

district.  The board will need to prioritize these items and will work through the budget 

process to set priorities.  MDJ Miller offered that Bellefonte appears to be conducting a 

community campaign to raise funds for their football facility, similar to the one being 

conducted in Hollidaysburg.  Supt. Harlow stated that the last time Gray Field was 

renovated, there was a community campaign and $75,000 was raised.  Mrs. White 

expressed concern that there are many other student activities, in addition to athletics, 

and that resources should be equitable.  Mr. Woomer indicated that, with an artificial 

surface, other high-profile PIAA games could be played.  He stated his belief that the 

Tyrone community would support these types of games and that these games would 

serve as a good example to current students to see premier programs. 

 

 Mrs. Hoover asked about the reading program, for which information was included in a 

newspaper article following the last two school board meetings.  She wondered about 

the approach of the program.  Mrs. Estep offered that the proposed program, Reading 

Mastery, is a direct instruction program intended to offer more intense reading instruction 

to the district’s most struggling students. 

 

 Dr. Hormell inquired about the article in the Altoona Mirror concerning area school 

district cooperative education programs.  He noticed that TASD was included in the 

article and asked if students in the district participate in this program outside of their 



Career and Technical Education program.  Ms. Harlow and Mrs. Estep replied that this is 

the case. 

 

Then, Mr. Clark offered that staff has responded well to limiting request for spending, in light of 

the continued state budget impasse.  The recent release of funds brought TASD back to about 

even.  When Dr. Hormell asked how the district is able to meet its obligations without regular 

payments, Mr. Clark answered that there is some cash flow from property tax money, that 

comes in during late summer/early fall. 

 

Prior to the adjournment, Supt. Harlow asked the group for presentation Ideas for the next 

meeting.  All seemed to be agreeable to a presentation on Physical Plant and Facilities.  MDJ 

Miller is curious about how TASD facilities compare to those of other districts. 

 

Dr. Hormell asked if there was ever any discussion around the state about going back to 

community schools?  Ms. Harlow stated that most districts continue to look at consolidating 

buildings for a variety of reasons, including economic issues, continuity of programs, and better 

collaboration. 

 

The meeting was adjourned 7:05pm. 

 

The next meeting will be held on March 3, 2016 at 5:30pm in the TASD Board Room.  


